OUTBREAK OF THE CIVIL WAR         15
ys it was possible for a man to accumulate a surplus ly through the practice of the strictest economy by his nily as well as by himself, an economy almost border-* parsimony. There were no public or free schools in at part of the South; every textbook had to be bought d tuition paid for; and there were four of us.
When the war broke out new economies were called r. A simple life has its advantages; it is conducive to If-help, also to the ability to do without things and eet emergencies without unhappiness. My father's irtner joined the Fourth Georgia Regiment, and my other Isidor, then sixteen, was withdrawn from Col-isworth Institute to take up work with my father. He id gained some experience in carrying on the business r helping father evenings, for our store was open until ne-thirty. It was closed during the supper hour, but opened thereafter.
In that part of the country coffee became unobtainable :cept when now and then a few bags arrived on a ship .at had run the blockade. Our mothers learned to give i an acceptable substitute by cutting sweet potatoes to little cubes, drying them in the sun, then roasting id grinding them, together with grains of wheat, like te ordinary bean. This made a hot and palatable drink iving the color of coffee without the harmful stimulus : its caffeine.
Salt .also became scarce. It was difficult and at times npossible to obtain enough to cure our pork. Some one iscovered that the earthen floors of the smokehouses ere impregnated with considerable salt from previous irings, so a method was invented for recovering it from lat source. a small town inar as they knew they lad no relatives. We kept them with us until they grew
